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SWIMMING BULLETIN
Open water swimming in the municipality of Amsterdam

Water is one of Amsterdam's finest features. An increasing number of people are 
swimming in its canals, rivers, ponds and lakes. The Province of North Holland, the Water 
Board of Amstel, Gooi en Vecht, and the Municipality of Amsterdam aim at facilitating 
access to the water for their residents and creating opportunities for swimming. 

Increased swimming in this open water is a good development. It is an ideal, easily 
accessible way to enjoy the city. Fortunately, the water in Amsterdam is becoming cleaner. 
Nevertheless, there are still only a limited number of spots where swimming is officially 
permitted and there are various spots where swimming is unsafe. Information on safe 
swimming in open water is still less than optimal. 

We can do much more to encourage this healthy, fun way to exercise and make it safe. In 
short, there is ample room for improvement. 

During the Zwemlab [Swim Lab] held on 17 and 18 February, a diverse group of 
stakeholders investigated how we can generate more opportunities for safe open water 
swimming in Amsterdam. More than 40 residents, entrepreneurs, swimmers, water sports 
enthusiasts, regulators, security guards, policy makers and administrators were present. 
Together, they drafted common ambitions, followed by plans of action, to generate more 
opportunities for safe open water swimming in Amsterdam.

How can we create 
more opportunities 
for safe open water 

swimming in 
Amsterdam?

The system in motion

SHARED AMBITIONS  
Getting started: get to work, start small and experiment 

• More official swimming spots 

• Make wild swimming safer 

• Various water users respect one another 

• Amsterdam residents personally contribute to safe 

swimming  

• Share real-time information on swimming water 

• All swimmers are aware of the risks of wild 
swimming
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Key trends 
1. Amsterdam is growing 

rapidly 
2. More technological 

possibilities 
3. Conflicting use functions 

of the water are 
increasing 

4. People want to remain 
healthy and fit  

5. Open water swimming is 
gaining in popularity

PRESENT
What has already been 
done by the various 
interest groups in this 
area? Where do they want 
to start or stop responding 
to trends? An impression 
of the dialogue.

“If the municipality indicates ‘it is unsafe there’, we 
adhere to that.”  - Swimmers 

What do we want to do 
this year? We want to 
share more data.”  
– Water Boards

“We will continue to take initiatives and provide 
services that respond to the trends. We will stop the 
creation of unsafe situations where various water users 
get in each other's way.” – Entrepreneurs  

“We will be building 
more towards the water 
so people can enjoy it. 
We have had missed 
opportunities, for 
example, at IJburg.”  – 
Municipality“We will be careful not 

to interfere unneces-
sarily and would like to 
create more official 
swimming spots.” – 
Province and 
Directorate-General for 
Public Works and Water 
Management 
(competent authority) 

“Amsterdam is a city 
where anything is 
possible, nothing is too 
crazy. It also has econo-
mic benefits. They are 
sometimes far removed 
from the interest of 
safety, sometimes even 
dangerous. We will 
continue to identify the 
risks.” – Supervision and 
safety  

TRENDS  

What is the state of open water 
swimming in Amsterdam? We are 
exploring the playing field.  

FACT PACK 

What is happening right now? The focus team has listed 
facts and figures on open water swimming in Amsterdam. 
Several slides from the fact pack appear below. A copy of 
all data can be obtained from the focus team.

Amsterdam has 9 official and at least 40 ‘unofficial’ swimming spots

Official   Unofficial  
9 spots in 2016   40+ spots (as far as we know)*

*Inventory by area teams of urban districts – Municipality of Amsterdam (October 2015)

10% of Amsterdam residents know the official swimming spots 
in the city

Official swimming spots 

Nieuwe Meer north bank 

Nieuwe Meer Westzijde, bank 

Sloterplas, Varkensbaai 

Speelvijver Noord, Gaasperplas 

Speelvijver Zuid, Gaasperplas 

Diemerpark Beach 

Hoge Dijk, Speelsloot 

Hoge Dijk, Beach 

IJburg Beach

Best known:  
• Sloterplas  
• Gaasperplas 
• Nieuwe Meer

Removed from the water: 12,000 bicycles a year

Floating debris: 

•5 boats, 5 days a week 

•3,500 kg of waste per day 
•12,000 bicycles a year
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PARTICIPANTS 
Vera Al, Maud Baumgart, Pim Bedet, Roy Berents, Marjan 
Besemer, Petra de Boer, Peter-Jan Brouwer, Jos van Brussel, Rob 
Duijvis, Ilse van Eck, Jildau Flap, Danielle van Gerven, Dirk 
Grootes, Said Handulle, Liesbeth Hersbach, Hugo Hilgers, Cees 
Hof, Jeroen Hofman, Mikkel Hofstee, Anita Hohensteijn, Ariane 
Hoog, Brenda Hunt, Udo Kock, Christine Kolster, Eljakim 
Koopman, Bernard Korte, Dennis Kos, Norbert Krijnen, 
Annewies Kuipers, Jeroen de Lange, Imke Leenen, Tahira Limon, 
Cees Loggen, Anne van Marwijk, Joel Menard, Jan-Bart Michels, 
Boris Nienhuis, Maarten Ouboter, Remco Oudhoff, Hans van 
der Pal, Nelleke Penninx, Judith Pieters, Elien Rogaar, Eva 
Rothengatter, John Roozendaal, Ben Rozema, Reinier 
Rozestraten, Hans Ruyter, Koen Schoonens, Joost Stoffels, Henk 
Stokhof, Hans Straver, Kristel Strikkers,, Christopher de Vries, 
Dennis Wasch, Piet van der Wee, Walter Weg & Conny van 
Zuijlen 

FUTURE 

FACE BOOK   
Had a good talk with someone but forgot their name? Visit 
the 'face book’ and search for the person: https://
padlet.com/Perspectivity/Deelnemerszwemlab

CORRECTIONS?  
Is there something somewhere in the report that has been 
misinterpreted? Please let us know! Send a mail to: 
s.handulle@amsterdam.nl

Colophon 
Facilitation, concept & 

form: perspectivity.org 

© Municipality of 
Amsterdam, Amstel, Gooi 
en Vecht Water Board, & 

Province of North 
Holland 

How and where will we swim in the summer of 2018?

A FUTURE DREAM   
Dear Udo           21June 2018 
It was really hot today! It would have been hard to imagine this 
last week when we had all those thunderstorms. Fortunately, 
we saw on the app that you can swim in the city again. I went 
to cool off in the semi-permanent swimming pool in the 
Keizersgracht, I'm so glad I can pick up my 7-9 daily routine 
again. I had to get out at 9 since, as you know, Udo, shipping 
picks up again and the pool closes. It's nice to see that with a 
minimum of regulation, the maximum can be achieved by the 
municipality, province and water boards. It's a beautiful spot 
here and it's incredibly cool that the 7th edition of the ACS will 
be organised here. 
 Did I tell you about the pike that was spotted here 
again last week? By the way, what a nice development, all 
those electric boats in the canal that can be charged at 
charging stations along the quay. Swimming does me a world 
of good. I'm becoming more and more fit. I recently swam at 
the swimming pavilion at the former Navy establishment; that's 
where the ACS will be starting again, by the way. 
 And Udo, I'm so pleased that so many residents are 
involved as volunteers in the open water swimming platform of 
Amsterdam, which has minimised annoyance and complaints. 
 By the way, my friends from London booked the 
perfect Airbnb: open air, pool and bath towel. A great concept. 
 Finally, Udo, I'd also like to tell you that I'm extremely 
pleased that my kids can take part in school swimming again, 
not in a swimming pool but in the open waters of Amsterdam. 
Facilitated by the government, but well organised by 
volunteers. 
 P.S. Udo, here's a glimpse at how easily you can get 
out of the water now -- not only you and I, but that drunken 
tourist as well. Do you also see how beautiful the banks and 
quays are designed? Bye, Udo, will we be seeing you again at 
the start of the ACS on 9 September?

SHARED AMBITIONS  
What do we want to achieve in the future for safe swimming in Amsterdam's natural water? 

Getting started: get to work, start small and experiment 
We are experimenting in practice: We are conducting risk assessments at test sites. - We are measuring the 
water quality at prospective locations. - We are preparing a budget. – We are creating support among local 
stakeholders - an alderman bears full responsibility. - The city council is strengthening the commission/ambition. 

More official swimming spots 
Together, we are investigating why the water quality and physical safety are not up to standard (for example, 
through source research/DNA) and are taking steps to improve them. We are doing this at sites where there is 
already a lot of  swimming or where we see opportunities. 

Make wild swimming safer 
Together, we are investigating how the situation at several unofficial sites can become safer. This is possible 
through physical interventions but also by providing information. 

Various water users respect one another 
We have a clear picture from all different water users (paddle boarders, swimmers (child, athlete, 
recreational), rowers, sailors, etc.) and a clear picture of  what can take place when and where. 

Amsterdam residents personally contribute to safe swimming 
We have a water-conscious population through swimming education, knowledge sharing and involvement. 
  
Share real-time information on swimming water 
We are developing a digital platform on which information on the current swimming water quality and swimming 
safety by location will be shared in a transparent manner. This information is easy to share (via app, website, 
social media, etc.) and interactive.  

All swimmers are aware of the risks of wild swimming 
Every swimmer and user is aware of  his/her own responsibility in using open water. The (service-minded) 
government provides easy to find information.

“I'd like to ask you all to 
get to work and finish as 
much as possible on the 
list to create a safe 
swimming spot. If there 
are any problems, please 
let us (administrators) 
know, so we can try to 
solve them.” -  Amsterdam 
alderman Udo Kock 

“Doing nothing is not an 
option; there is demand 
from society. We need to 
find a creative way to 
responsibly accommodate 
the trend of open water 
swimming.” - Provincial 
Executive of North 
Holland Cees Loggen 

“You did a lot in a day 
and a half and gave 
direction to this topic. I 
am personally in favour 
of plans of action that 
are demand-driven and 
bottom-up.” -  DB 
member AGV Ariane 
Hoog

https://padlet.com/Perspectivity/Deel
https://padlet.com/Perspectivity/Deel
https://padlet.com/Perspectivity/Deel
mailto:s.handulle@amsterdam.nl
mailto:s.handulle@amsterdam.nl
https://padlet.com/Perspectivity/Deel
https://padlet.com/Perspectivity/Deel
https://padlet.com/Perspectivity/Deel
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And now? 
During the Zwemlab, common ambitions were highlighted 
and plans of action were devised to achieve this. A good 
start! 

Saïd Handulle (Municipality), Christien Kolster (Province) 
and Liesbeth Hersbach (Water Board) will be detailing the 
seven plans of action in the coming weeks. After that, the 
first steps will be taken and parties will be sought to carry 
out the most promising plans. We will actively approach you 
for this. Please don't hesitate to contact us if you would like 
to work on one of the projects. We would also like to 
contribute ideas to your own plans and would also like to 
stay informed, of course. 

During the Zwemlab, the first steps were taken for the 
network ‘Safe open water swimming in Amsterdam’. Please 
stay in touch and share the wonderful experiences and 
projects that ensue via: s.Handulle@amsterdam.nl

Natural swimming within the ring  
The city is growing, there is a lot of swimming and there is a 
need for more official swimming spots. We will be creating 
them. We will start by setting up an opportunity map with 
twenty potential spots within the Amsterdam ring. This map will 
be in the form of a quick scan, which will indicate the quality, 
safety, needs and costs for improvement for each spot. The 
municipality will have until the summer to complete the 
administration. Before the end of the year, they will decide, 
along with the province and the water board, on five spots 
where they will continue. This initial phase will cost 
approximately € 150,000.  
Planners: Christine, Jos, Peter-Jan, Hugo, Hans S., Dennis

Wild Swimming in the West 
To spread out the activity and disturbance in the inner city and in East, we will start with open 
water swimming spots in Amsterdam West. This will provide more freedom and pleasure for 
inner city residents and create more recreational options in West. We will ensure that this is 
carried out in an easy, approachable way. We will look for new, safe wild swimming spots and 
ensure that it is physically safe there and that the water quality is good. Potential locations 
include Erasmuspark and Erasmusgracht. We will then organise a swimming event there to 
generate a spot where gradually more and more people will go swimming. We will also involve 
partners and districts. We will measure how many swimmers participate in this event and how 
many then go swimming on summer days. Cost: € 250,000 per spot.  
Planners: Hans Straver, Hans v/d Pal

Swimming at 
the buoy 
We would like to reduce 
unsafe conditions for wild 
swimmers. We will 
conduct risk assessments, 
such as monitoring 
swimming water quality at 
well-known swimming 
spots. That way, we will 
know what measures are 
needed to make these 
spots safer. At spots where 
we can easily implement 
these measures, we will do 
so, such as constructing 
swimming platforms, 
ladders, ball lines or sand 
layers, and we will devise 
measures to discourage 
unsafe spots. All spots that 
have become safe will 
receive a buoy, which may 
be limited in the summer. 
That way, people can see 
what is going on at that 
spot and that safety was 
considered. This action 
will cost € 200,000 per 
year.  
Planners: Liesbeth, Conny, 
Paul, Hans, John

The swimmer's spot 
At this time, swimmers do not have their own spot in the water. We will identify the various 
water users and their interests and designate a spokesperson per group. We will do the same for 
the different types of swimmers. We will set up a culture change process for respect in the 
water, for locals and visitors. That way, we will have more satisfied water users, fewer accidents 
and less disturbance. And the open water swimmer will acquire his/her spot in Amsterdam. 
Planners: Koen, Pim, Maud & Remco

Neighbourhood responsibility 
The decision for wild swimming lies with the swimmers, 
which creates obligations. You remain personally responsible 
for what you do and do not do. Even if the government wants 
to facilitate it. 
Existing neighbourhood networks provide an opportunity. 
They are more and more organised networks with well 
functioning communication systems that ask if they can take 
control over their own district and area. We connect with 
neighbourhood networks by identifying what they need to 
improve awareness and knowledge about wild swimming in 
the district. The neighbourhood indicates what it needs to 
take control, such as tools, skills, media, courses or practical 
matters such as a blue-green algae monitor. This can lead to a 
swimming spot for and by the neighbourhood. The 
government can facilitate this, for example, by organising 
information meetings on open water swimming.  
Planners: Brenda, Boris, Tahira, Said

Outdoor swimming? Swim safely!  
We would like to make people aware of the risks of wild 
swimming. We will do this in two ways: a front action via 
campaign and back action via data collection. For the 
campaign, we will first identify target groups, stakeholders and 
locations for wild water swimming.  We will then determine the 
communication strategy. We will conduct this campaign via a 
website, social media, radio, TV and newspapers. We will also 
use celebrities and work with hotels and residents or link this to 
other ongoing initiatives. We will begin in May 2016, the start 
of the next swimming season. RVE Sport & Bos, the 
municipality and perhaps a communications agency will play a 
role. For data collection, we will first look at existing data, bring 
them together and organise and complete them, where 
necessary.  
Planners: Anita, Walter, Cees, Judith, Ben, Ilse

Swim Proof  
We would like to be able to share information on water 
quality and safety in real time, and do this with Swim Proof. 
Swim Proof is an online community and an app where 
information can be shared. Suppose you find a bicycle under 
water, become ill after swimming or have a tip for a new 
swimming spot. Share it on Swim Proof! This information is 
well-organised, interactive and easy to share, for example, 
via social media. We will be promoting the Swim Proof app 
with a competition to build a website or marketing 
campaign. We will start by sharing information at three spots 
where information is already available.  
Planners: Maarten, Imke, Joel, Danielle, Eljakim, Nelleke

7 PLANS OF ACTION 


